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SOURCE Fpli 0 hj in London, 

: Thit ui&itlF ^icb ciniw dlrtct eoniAci vith IndivldunXa vlthin Foltnd «d vlth 
i jrtetnt; iWfuipooi; favo tho folXovlns laformtlon: to th# London itiprirSf&tnUvo 
of a nAtviraiittd US jcltlton of Poltah doicont vbo follcm doTilopiioBta vltbln 
:ih#: 86rl«t Orbit* 

! ' ''t' : : ' 

**Tho folloving InforaMitloa on prlsooi and forced Inbor c«ap« in Poland ii datad Juna 
19$3 and aarlior: ’i 



(a) Forcad Labor Caap at Jolci 

ia ^Tha yilla^ of Jalct liaa aoaa 33 ka ftouthaaiit of Wroclavi in tha Olava diatriet. 

Tba naaraat railway itatlon ia at Miloizyce. Prior to world War T'^ tha Krupp 
^Schvaatarwark’ factory producing granadea atood naar a/tlct« It van haavily daaagad 
^ during tcorld far II* 

3» *^At tha and of 1931 and tb^ baginning of 1932 » the conatructlon of ona»story barraeka 
for political and criminal prlaonara van atartad around tha factoty. In lata autumn 
1932 F tha whole area had already tha charactar 04 a forced labor camps It waa 
■urroundad with a barbed«wire fence. Within tha encloaura stood aora than tan rasl* 
dantial barracks for the sonars ^ separated bv a high wall from tha ramainlng araa. 

( flia prisoners I who ntiabered at that time about a^ooOi were employed parfy on tha 
reconstruction of two factory halls and partly on motor lorry repairs in a third 
hall that had been previoualy tettored. Two more factory halls stand outside tha 
barbad»wira ancloeurap It Is thought that thast vlll not be rastoradF as tha war dsus* 
age is too sarloui. : ‘ 

1 ^ ; I • ! 

k. **Among tha prisoners art a certain number of Oarmans convicted for war erlmaa; ag wall 
ordinary crlmlsalsF anu many people sentenced for 'economic sabotage and abuses* 
afteriinvestigaticsis of the Special Commission. Many prisoners are serving short 
selhteiiicesF but there are also smn convicted to 10 years. 
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$. "Tbm construction of^iBonrr^JnvnckB bM Iwen rsttanr • staoddr prlBoners 

mn urgnd to hurry bb 'the are destlaed for coBTlcts vbo do not wed soUdly 

constructed aceownintlon' . (^t Is the ofClcisi ejqpUnatlon Md« hjr the supervlaors ) . 
•The hermcks are divided Into rooas about 100 sq aeters la slse, each aecoaaodatlnft 
vrlMoners. flie aen sleep on tvo«tlered Iron hunks vlth straw nattresses* Xliere 
Ir aeareelqr ny : other furniture* 

: ’ i ; • : , ' 

6. **Th« prisoners ere paid for their JUbout three-fourths of their vssbs ere 

deducted for the costs of their asintensnce in the caape About one-half of the leeain- 
der is paid to the prisoners* aarlaffs accounts to be glren to thea on the day of their 
release* The reaainder asy be spent in the canteen. 

. i : ^ i . I 

T* ’’Prisoners are allcmd ^o receive parcels an«* <noney from their fsailies« They are also 
alloued to correspondt but aany of the Incmaing letters do not reach them* A friend 
vliO vorked In the caap office for soae tias declared that several tiass he sav the 
guslrds burning beeps of letters addressed to prisoners* 

(b) Vargoiro-l^oifoXaap I 



'’Rear the villages of Vargovo and Zydawo, in Obomiki district, is a nev labor caap» 
the constructinn of which vas started in 19^2* The two enoraous local bams belon^ng 
to locflbw Pen’s have been convsapgpd into living quarters for the^nrisoners* The 
local people have been inforaed that the^inaates of the* cBmp will bd engsged in di g gin g 
peat fv<m the neigbboxhig bogs* Pedt-digglng nachines have been brou^t there* 

Wroclav-ldeeskcwska Street Prlsoa 

•'’Ih the prison at Rc 1^ Ulica Kleckovska in Wroclaw there is a forced labor caap 
uhich envoys the pri ^«^rs. The average number of inaates is sbout 2000. More than 
half are considered ’political criainals*. The prisoners receive no payaents for 
their work* i Their wages go to pay the cost of their asiiatenance* This is a bad 
bargain, since the food is bad auid Inadequate azid the living conditions unhealthy* 

There is a serious spread of lung diseases aaong the prisoners. The only exception 
is the prison carpentry shops where the workers get snail cash wages. 

I 

Labor Caaps in Warsaw 

**The central! adadnistration of €dl Warsaw labor camps is located in the Centralny 
0bo&. Pracy or C*0*P. This is also a transit camp for..ney prisoners, who spend a 
short time there before being assigned to one of the working csi^s* At the COP 
is the central hospital for all forced laborers in Varsaws 

I , . : ■ ; ■ ^ ^ 

”Ro 2 Camp: is at Sluteviee. (Previously this nahber was used for the eagp at 
Idelnwekm Street, which has been liquidated*) 

i 



RO ! 2 Camp is in Uli< v Podchormsyeh Verx ; 

: : ■! ■ . 

ID 3 Camp Is in the b<li|iding of the former Tobacco Woaopaly adjoining the OOF 
* on one side,! and the fasm Gesiovka Prison on the other. About 3000 prisomers. 

Their production includes concrete construction blocks* ; 

Roj k CsMp 1* at Ro 2 Ullea Oorneslaska. in th* foratr Opal factory. About 600 prl.OMro. 

I ■ ■ i . : 

es^ Mo (Slutevloe ) 

"At Mo 1 (Blui*wl*c) tb€ mntoar. or uass^e* m... ISCS ihCS. Atrct 

ar* e owa o n crlwlnal. doiat short ssntsacts. Ihs a*xt laTfrat greup ara- pavsens .aa- 
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tence<L for 'econoinle and Mbotaga* » Apart from proftaslenaX blMl(^aKrkat«era 

and apaculatora^ thla croup ineludta aaagr decent aerchante, indaetrlaliata, drtioana 
and 'kulaka* idto are aait^r atnple peaeanta elio have reelrted eollectlrisatioa. There 
are a fev Oermn var crtainala^ a fee soldiere punished for such offences as 
and a enaii group of aeir conrleted for vagraacj, begging etc. 

I 3. ••The prisoners Vork on state construction projects. A state-oimed enterprise vhich 
vlshes to enpXoy forced labor met prepare the building site as if it vere part of 
a fOrcsd labor cami^ Is surround it with barbed vire and erect vateh*tovers for 
the guards. The edtbrprlse also prorides notor transport to take the prisoners 
daily to and froa wor k . 

On leaving and returning to the caap, the prisoxiers are subjected to a personal search. 

; .h« According to the existing regulatioas, a prisoner fulfilling i23i of the noraal 
none of work ; should get a red*ietlon of his sentence; ie, every day in which he 
has fulfilled ^2^ of bis work is the equivalent of tvo days of his sentence. The 
noma are high; For exauqple, Jtxe working nons jfor a bricklayer is to build 2.3 
Mters of wall in eight hours. Many aen work hurriedly and carelesslyi which 
results in a bad Job. there has been a general deterioration in the building industry 
due to such * speed «up* nethods of work. Actually the authorities have cheated wany 
prisoners in the ceLlculation of the reduction of their sentences. When the dates 
^coaie for a prisoner* s releasq he is frequently kept longer under all sorts of 
pretexts. The tendency to exploit the prisoners to the utnost is obvious. 

i i • i 

13. **Every two weeks, the eaap regulations give all the prisoners the right to reesiwe 
visits fron their families. In practice, this regulation does not work well. There 
are no arrangeuents in the oanp to handle the influx on Sundays between and 

hpm« The visits can be held in one snail hut where two prisoners at a.tiae nay 
speak to their relatives through a double row of netting - with a spaea of nearly 
a yard in betwean<-attd tvo better trusted prisoners nay sit at a vide table facing 
their vieitorsk f 

The themticai half-hour visit depends on the caprice of the security ^guarde, who 
can shorten it to a few nlBUtes for a prisoner considered tuarsltAls* extend 
U for a 'trusted* prisoner. A prisoner can.be deprived 01 the rl^ to receive visits 
t.r several* weeks as a punishment for nlshehavlor. Some of the prisoners most work 
on BundUty* Some unlucky prisoners are not allowed to see a visitor for months. On 
the other band, discreet bribes often make things easier. Hcwevtr, regulatione to 
ite prisoners V advantage are only executed for those prisoners who eeioy a good 
opinion among the security network. A •bad^ prisoner, who Is coosidlfed politically 
unreliable, cahnot get an earlier release, although he has earned it{ cannot eee 
; his relatives even if they havs cone froa the other end of Poland to see himi and 

I auet resign hlBsalf to seeing the results of dally work falsified by the controllers 

calculating the fulfillment of noras. 

^ 16. "The behavior of the prisoner is observed by the ‘special guards* (SPEC) froa the 
K political -educiaticnal departmeat, who have detailed personal records of each inmate. 

An extensive network of spies works for then. Some of the spies are 'official' and 
'j known to everybody; = they are the prisoners who have been entrusted with various eaa^p 
: I functions. The others ire secret spies, whoa the prisoners usually recognise by the 
special prlvilegee gr**'^*d them eg loneer They include aaay eoaaoa 

criminals The Volkedeutscha also ooake good splrs, 

■WB QiryinTAin qwly 
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”fo oWala • food «rlc la tlw aaairitj record!, it it xwcteioxy to tobste veil duriag 

. *hm polltlcMl ladeetrlMtloa vlileh tak* two hour* ovwrjr wNk«e^> ' Artlelea 

mem read rvoa tbo utvapapera alldwed la tli« emp (la Slvewlee. oaly.fivtaaa Ludu 
’Voiaose) or •oar ipropatfutte jevvl>let> >«nnirii. a diacuwalnn follow. JT few 
•rylag to gala the good grace! of thr> ftHlilieeT eiiertla» ‘ vi'timmrm, deliver 
loaff hanuigues pralalaflr all Bovlete aad Cuiiwiuiu.si.a auu wuwmclar eve rythl ag lleetera. 

Throughout the day political propaganda le also broadcaet throuid> radio loudepeakers 
inataUed la every harraek.; The eaap luta ’Its cwa radJr* relay etatloa,. iditeb worka 
froa the aoralag roll>call at ' is uiittll 1C pa. AU''opmat ordare and laetruetloii! 
are alao'*kaBOttaced throagk theae.d.oudepeakera. 

■ » ■ . 

’’The Slutevlec caap a apeeial aeetion for GemaQS who avail repatriation to the 
IfRLp ueually after eervlng ientences In various Polish- prisons « These Geraans are 
treated as intet^es and are not obliged to vorhp but nanx them prefer to vork 

to eatm a llttlei monex* The prisoners are engaged on various State building projects. 
The most Importut mork Is that pertorwB^iOT the Securltx organs on orders from. 
the Mlnlstrx of Security. To such constructions are assigned the best aaterials 
available In the country* If the vbrk is done vroxigi it is unaade and started anev. 

! ■ , I • ; 

**Barcsevo Prison «(Oerman* nsas: Warteaburg). 

i , . i - ! ■ ! 

Barcsevo Is an old German prison^ located In a snail tcim In the Olssten district. 

The nuad>er of prisoners held there vas estimated in spring 1953 at about 1500. Over 
half are political prisoners. The priseeigis overcrowded. Five or six prisoners sleep 
In the former single cells. They sleep on mattresses on the floor. These 'eingle 
celled are used for prisoners with long sentences. The prisoners with short terms 
live in com mo n celle; some sleep in beds • as a rulsy two in one bed; some have to 
lie on the floor. These short «term prisoners vork in the prison workshops as car* 
penters and locksmiths. There is sdso a book»blndlng workshop used mainly for 
Comnunist Political literature. 

: • ' i ■ : ^ 

**The working prisoners are more privileged t ha n the others, because they earn a little 
money with vhich they can shop in the prison canteen. They also receive a larger 
daily bread ralion* 



The percentage of German prisoners In this prison is high. 



"Forced labor caig) In Bytn is fairly new. its formation vas probably a direct 
result of the uxiderfulfillmtnt of production plans by the Dymltrov miM - former 
Centrum mine* in Bytom during 1951-52. The camp is near the mine and is administered 
by the I authorities of Bytom Prison. The number of inmates is about 1,200. They work 
, in the! mine in three dally shifts, and a great stress is laid on the fulfillment of 
stiff working norms* The prisoners are often kept at vork after their regular 
working hours, are ended. 

i * ' • ^ ^ I ■ ' , 

Monteluppi Prison, Krakow i 



23. "The Monteluppi Prison in Krakev :ias a separate section known as the *U1 prison', on 
the lover floor. In this section each cell has three •tiered bunks and each prisoner 
has a place to sleep.. On the hi^ier floors Is the general prison in which political 
and criminal offenders are mixed up in common cells. This part of the prison is so 
tvo Qv thrso usn must use one straw mattress on the floor. There is 
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no dlfftronco In food wtiom between the inantee of the two perte - in the over* 
crowded pert of the prieon there deed to be eenj iUneesee ceueed by insufficient 
food nod bed eenitery conditions • These conditions iaq;nroved slightly in 19 !) 2 , when 
senitary buckets were reeoved fros the eonson cells and a vater*closet system 
installed. 

Dwtvne 

Dwiwne t.n the Wolin the old German military barracks were turned in 

l9<to Aiibo a concentration camp for Greek partisans charged with * bourgeois *net ion*"' 
elist* tendencies.: The camp is strictly guarded by the UB and KBtf. The whole 
site is surrounded with a high wire fencei vltli vetch *tofrers at the comers. The 
local Poles feel a great pity for the Greeks vho^ observed from afar, look half- 
starved and dressed in dreadful rags. But th^ suards al* attempts to 

approach or help the prisoners * It 1 * rumored tat th«! mortality rate In the eaap 
is high and that the pri««>v>*rs include vomen. It is also said that the first batch 
of inmates to arrive at Dnlvna vere anti-Coamunlsts caught by Communist partisans 
during the unrest in Greece and brou^t over to Poland to die by starvation and 
neglect. ' j ' ; 

■ I ■ ; . i : ‘ ‘ • 

Gnidsiadt^ Prison : 

25* Grudsiadz is oln^ of the largest vomen* s prisons in Polt^nd. It is located at 
Ulica l-)SseJ Armii Vojska Polsklego. The average nvtaesr of inmates is 600-600. 

They are employed in various prison workshops. Their vork is badly paid. They 
have meagre fo^» iThe cells are overcrowded. It is estimated that a msjority 
pf these women prisoners serve sentences larger than three years, there is a certain 
percentage of eonson criminals, but the most comsKm offence is that of 'complicity* 
in economic or political crimes; which means that the prisoner's husband was charged 
with such a crime and she herself was isprisoned on the principle of collective 
family responsibility. 

! f I • .i 

OoiteBog Pri.on 

26* "Vorkdiep. Iwv. bt«n developed in tb. prleo.< of O.;lono(. UBtil nnatlgr^ the 

Mcpted pntetle. bed b«w to oiiploy la tbi wkobop. only prlaoaon with •bort*t«ni 
■eauac... Kov tber. 1. avld«ae. that laa .boo. convloted for loafer torae> aad 
•v.a tboM aenteneed for lift, if oklllad on. of tb. nMdad prof.aeloaa«er. alloirod 
to vork. 

I 

Jelesa I.abor Camp ; 

27. "Tho Jolcte eeiv, altueted about 38 kn eaat of Jroelaw, la on the alta of a aatallur. 
gleal factory nov aurrounded vltb a blgh brick vail. Tho prlaoaara • aboot 300 of 
tbea at tb. end of 1932 • are eaployed la tb. eoaatruetlon of barraeka for oera 
prlaoaara (preanjwd future capacity of the cai^ - about 2500) aad tha raatoratloa 
of damged factory balla. At tha beginning of 1953 aoaw froa vorkara vara alao 
engaged on the rapalre of the factory. But It 1 ttaougbt “bat vbaa cooplataly 
renovated, the plant vlU be operated excluelvely by forced labor. 

I , . ; ! ' 

Raelbert Prlaon ' : ! 

26. "Tha Baclbort Prlaon (Ratlbor) la Upper Bll.jla bolda abo^ I600 prleonare la 
overerovdad quarter a. Moat are political prlaonare. Tbara are alao 
Oermna convicted for var erlaoa. The prlaon autborltlaa run a vorkabep 
iHiklng unlfoma for the any. Tha working aocna are axtravtiy nign. xr tnay are 
not fulfilled, the prlaonar le deprived of the right to buy extra food la tha prlaon 
canteen. 
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8KC»»cln Priwii* 



"Tlui ordlMurjr prifon In Stezncla Is In Dal)l« district nt Ultcn Pcaorskn. There Is en 
UB prison in the UB Beadtiuerters on Ullca Mslopolskn. Both ere reputed very over- 
crowded with sonetlMs es aeny es fourteen nen In e cell for two. 

Sledice Prison ! 

I 

"The Sledice Prison is a nixed prison for nen and vonen. In late autusn 19^ the 
vonen's section iras enlarged. Many feaale political prisoners were hroui^t frtai 
Warsaw to serve thdr sentences there. The Sledice prison has a large tailoring 
workshop which nakes nalnly unlfoms for KBW officers. They arrive- at the prison 
already cut, and the Innates put then together. The workshop eaplys sone 150-200 
sea. There was an atte^ to ei^^ vonen too, but the work proved too hard for 

thesi and they were too slow. \ 

i . ' 

Vilkgir Labor Cano 



**At Vilkw in the Wroclav Tolvodahip there la a forced labor caaq^* The Ijumtea are 
ejiployed in aa Iron nine nearby. Thla nine la old and nearly exhausted* Thm 
Installationa and safety devices are rather ancient. Nothing nev is being dons to 
laprove the conditionsp as It Is not considered vorth irtille. The forced labor 
prisoners vork in the nine along side a certain nuaber of free ainersp with vhoa 
their relations are friendly. The total nuaber of inaates in the Vilkov Caap is 
about lOOOp all vith short sentences* There is a large percentage of amy soldiers 
and NCOS punished for offences against «Ulitary disciplixie. They are accoaao da ted 
aeparately and handled in a auc^ hsrtfkr ay than the other prisonerss” 
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